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SYNOPSIS 

 

Samia defies taboos by racing through the streets of Mogadishu, in a society where a woman 

is not supposed to run. Her passion will one day take her to the Olympic Games. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DIRECTOR’S NOTE 

 

How much you burn for something. How much you love and believe in something can be seen 

in how long you are willing to fight for it. How much you are willing to sacrifice to make it 

happen. Samia has been my absolute heart project for more than six years. There is no project 

I believe in more and no story I have fallen so much in love, like the life story of the Somali 

athlete Samia Yusuf Omar. For no project did I fight so hard and so long for after my cinema 

debut ALMANYA.  

 

The story is based on the novel NON DIRMI CHE HAI PAURA by Guiseppe Catozzella, who 

again became aware of the fate of this remarkable Somali woman through a newspaper article 

and then, after much research, and after long conversations with Samia's sister Hodan, wrote 

the novel. The novel tells the life story of Samia Yusuf Omar, who came from the poorest of 

backgrounds and made it to the Olympic Games in Beijing. Samia did not let herself be stopped 

by the misogynistic bans and reprisals of the Islamists, who do not even want to grant a woman 

the right to do sports.  

 

The book not only gives a touching insight into Samia's family history, but also manages to 

impressively portray the major and fundamental problems of this region and to outline why 

people have to flee Africa. Why they leave their homeland and repeatedly risk the perilous 

journey across the Mediterranean to start a new life in Europe. What their hopes are and why 

Europe means the last chance for many. A chance for a life worth living. A chance to help 

themselves and their own family. A chance to be allowed to be oneself.  

 

We faced great challenges in the TRANSFORMATION INTO A MOVIE SCRIPT, because it 

was clear that the film as such must of course do justice to the visual art. We wanted to 

celebrate the life of this young athlete. We wanted to show what this young woman was 

capable of and why the Islamists feared and fought her so much. Samia was an inspiration to 

many and simply wanted to become a great athlete, which she managed to do - despite all the 

obstacles. We focused on the aspects that are inspiring, upsetting but absolutely captivating. I 

think we succeeded in doing that in the script.  

 

A new element that we used in the script and that certainly runs through my projects 

somehow like an ARTIST'S HANDWRITING are Samia's poetic fantasies. In many situations 

we see what Samia imagines or wishes. For example, her father is her faithful mentor who 

continues to fulfill this role even after his death. For it is her fantasies that give her courage 

and keeps her believing in herself and her goals. She continues where many others would 

surely have given up. Great cinema gives strength, gives courage. Samia's story stands for 

exactly that.  

 
Yasemin Şamdereli   
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